Hybridoma isotypes were determined using a rat monoclonal typing kit (Zymed; San Francisco, CA).
Immunohistochemical
Procedures. The techniques used for light and electron microscopic immunohistochemistry have been described in detail (37). For light microscopy, frozen sections of thymuses were mounted on amino alkylsilane-treated slides (40) and allowed to air-dry for at least 2 hr before fixation (15-20 mm in acetone at -20'C). After rinsing in PBS (0.05 M P04, 0.9% NaC1, pH 7.4), the sections were incubated for 1 hr at room temperature with hybridoma supernatants.
After several washes in PBS, slides were treated with peroxidase-labeled RG7/9.1 anti-rat ic chain antibodies.
After washing repeatedly in PBS, peroxidase activity was demonstrated using 3,3'-diaminobenzidine as the electron donor. Slides were then dehydrated, mounted with coverslips, and photographed without additional counterstaining.
For ultrastructural examinations, thymus tissue was fixed by brief vascu- Figure  3) . The subcapsular epithelial cells were more neticular in appearance than those in the medullary area and did not appear to label as intensely (compare Figure  3a with creased to 42 KD, suggesting that the immunoprecipitated molecules possessed intrachain disulfide bonds.
Results

Reactivity
Ontogeny of Thymic Reactivity with G8.8 Antibody
In the reduced samples of immunoprecipitates, radiolabeled material that did not enter the separating gel was occasionally observed. We attribute the inconsistent appearance of this high molecular weight species to incomplete reduction of SH bonds and the antifactual formation of interchain disulfide bonds in the sample.
Extrathymic
Distribution of G8.8 Reactivity
The reactivity of G8.8 with selected extrathymic tissues is demonstrated in Figure 6 . Gut epithelium labeled strongly with G8.8 (Figure 6a ). Labeling of lamina propnia was less intense and variable, being most pronounced in the lamina propnia ofvilli and very weak in the lamina propnia associated with the musculanis. The musculanis did not react with G8.8. Reactivity ofMAb G8.8 with liver tissue was restricted to occasional ductular epithelium (Figure 6b ).
In the kidney, some tubular epithelium, principally collecting tubules, was labeled with G8.8 antibodies ( Figure  6c ), whereas proximal tubular cells and glomeruli did not bind the MAb. In skin, epidermal epithelium was labeled while connective tissue cells in the dermis were not ( Figure  6d ). Neither spleen non lymph node tissue sections were labeled with G8.8 antibodies (data not shown). 
Discussion
